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§420.109 What are the requirements
for distribution of metropolitan
planning funds?

(a) The State DOTs shall make all PL
funds authorized by 23 U.S.C. 104(f)
available to the MPOs in accordance
with a formula developed by the State
DOT, in consultation with the MPOs,
and approved by the FHWA Division
Administrator. The formula may allow
for a portion of the PL funds to be used
by the State DOT, or other agency
agreed to by the State DOT and the
MPOs, for activities that benefit all
MPOs in the State, but State DOTs
shall not use any PL funds for grant or
subgrant administration. The formula
may also provide for a portion of the
funds to be made available for discre-
tionary grants to MPOs to supplement
their annual amount received under
the distribution formula.

(b) In developing the formula for dis-
tributing PL funds, the State DOT
shall consider population, status of
planning, attainment of air quality
standards, metropolitan area transpor-
tation needs, and other factors nec-
essary to provide for an appropriate
distribution of funds to carry out the
requirements of 23 U.S.C. 134 and other
applicable requirements of Federal law.

(c) The State DOTs shall inform the
MPOs and the FHWA Division Office of
the amounts allocated to each MPO as
soon as possible after PL funds have
been apportioned by the FHWA to the
State DOTs.

(d) If the State DOT, in a State re-
ceiving the minimum apportionment of
PL funds under the provisions of 23
U.S.C. 104(f)(2), determines that the
share of funds to be allocated to any
MPO results in the MPO receiving
more funds than necessary to carry out
the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 134, the
State DOT may, after considering the
views of the affected MPO(s) and with
the approval of the FHWA Division Ad-
ministrator, use those funds for trans-
portation planning outside of metro-
politan planning areas.

(e) In accordance with the provisions
of 23 U.S.C. 134(n), any PL funds not
needed for carrying out the metropoli-
tan planning provisions of 23 U.S.C. 134
in any State may be made available by
the MPO(s) to the State DOT for fund-
ing statewide planning activities under
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23 U.S.C. 135, subject to approval by the
FHWA Division Administrator.

(f) Any State PL fund distribution
formula that does not meet the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of
this section shall be brought into con-
formance with those requirements be-
fore distribution on any new apportion-
ment of PL funds.

§420.111 What are the documentation
requirements for use of FHWA plan-
ning and research funds?

(a) Proposed use of FHWA planning
and research funds must be docu-
mented by the State DOTs and sub-
recipients in a work program, or other
document that describes the work to be
accomplished, that is acceptable to the
FHWA Division Administrator. State-
wide, metropolitan, other transpor-
tation planning activities, and trans-
portation RD&T activities may be doc-
umented in separate programs, paired
in various combinations, or brought to-
gether as a single work program. The
expenditure of PL funds for transpor-
tation planning outside of metropoli-
tan planning areas under §420.109(d)
may be included in the work program
for statewide transportation planning
activities or in a separate work pro-
gram submitted by the State DOT.

(b)(1) A work program(s) for trans-
portation planning activities must in-
clude a description of work to be ac-
complished and cost estimates by ac-
tivity or task. In addition, each work
program must include a summary that
shows:

(i) Federal share by type of fund;

(ii) Matching rate by type of fund;

(iii) State and/or local matching
share; and

(iv) Other State or local funds.

(2) Additional information on metro-
politan planning area work programs is
contained in 23 CFR part 450. Addi-
tional information on RD&T work pro-
gram content and format is contained
in subpart B of this part.

(c) In areas not designated as TMAs,
a simplified statement of work that de-
scribes who will perform the work and
the work that will be accomplished
using Federal funds may be used in lieu
of a work program. If a simplified
statement of work is used, it may be
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